INTERNATIONAL ROMA DAY

The fight against
antigypsyism
needs more force
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Romeo Franz (DE, Greens/EFA)
is Parliament's rapporteur on the
EU Framewaork for National Roma
Integration Strategies
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am a Romani man, a Sinto, and
the son of a Holocaust survivor.

I know what SL’.;E'-"]:'i_'ll; teels

like, and my wish is that nobody

will ever have to endure what my
amily and I had to endure during
the darkest times of our history - I
lost six aunts and unecles during the
Holocaust - or the cruel antigypsy
ism we experience on a daily basis

[ am the first ever “\1]"’[-"‘“ from
& 1Y £ C ) hl_ Euro-
pear Pﬂf-lv:._f””'l:f_'ﬂ_‘. :i: I “IE""E' rnever
forgotten my people. They are the

tivity. [ always knew

hat change could only come by lav
and il"_ 2020 I started working on a
resolution ealling for such a m_a__g-:.
With the help of a great team and

edicated colleagues, we managed
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to write _”_1"“ Ary 011 1
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ber 2020, when 545 MEPs adopted

the resolution calling for a law

for Romani people. Immediately

afterwards I was -:'}{"‘E"’[ii'll: the
Commission to dratt _E'u_-lu_:ﬂtluj_'l, DL
instead they came up with a n
Strategic Romani Framework.

I'he new EU Roma Strategic
Framework tor Equality, Inclusion
and Participation is a stren th-
ened and more comprehensive
version r:fr*::hrrj to hr

version puts more pressi
on Member States to cl
the gap between Ru::’r“_ar.f
people and majority popu-
lations. It also combines so
cioeconomic a "Sp‘—"CtE with a
rights-based approach and
puts the iight against ant;
gypsyism at the forefront.

The new policy came at
the right time,




as we could see how bad the situa
tion was for many Romani people
during the pandemic. C’*’-.TZC-J_'Q

did not care about ethnicity. It was
affecting everyone, w.'} out taking
Into account 't:".'f: CC O -’_"f 2| "_-_'LF":'E'_"[-I:E
skin, but i
able "mp“latlﬁuc hard, :sp—w: :1__“,,
Romani people who didn’t have food,
drinking water or sanitary condi
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o hitting vulner-

tions to stay safe from the wirus.

I am glad to see that the new ele-
ments of the 2020 EU R:ur'*a Strategic
Framework largely reflect the claims
made in the resolution that I du.r-:l

Oped. It TE‘F"’E""E"I"tE d IeCessary Iew

t against anti-
gypsyism and E-:r the equal participa-
tion of Romani people in Eurcpe.

Even if this is clear progress, how-
ever, the strategy lacks commitment

and control.

The unpleasant truth remains that
without an E:I{"Elll‘.}-' law for Romani
people and without a rule of law
mechanism, the framework strategy
remains a toothless tiger. How ca

“The unpleasant truth
remains that without an
equality law for Romani
people and without a

rule of law mechanism,
the framework strategy
remains a toothless tiger”

we improve the precarious situation
of millions of Romani people in
Europe when political leaders in the
affected countries are themselves
penly antigypsyist and EU funds
dre I'E!':.::f':f F'l: [0l ';..'FlE‘
stigmatisation of

Romani com-

munities

1nste cf.1l '“" COINTLI .hJun]“'lq LO ]""” usion

and the fight against racism?
How can we achieve fair participa-
tion for Romani people in a stat
system in v } the prineiples
of the rule of '"-1-: are disregarded
and equal access to justice is not
L;;la*a:‘_teec: tor all eitizens?
VA 1L“-::u[ a greater commitr
little will change for Romani people.

1ent,
[ am very glad that we currently hav
a large majority in the European
Parliament that is in favour of a
European eq nalit omani
people and a rule of law mechanism

Nirres oo
that ensures respect for fundamental
rights as a precondition for Member
otates to gair_ access to EU funding.

Only with _?f; slative action will
Romani people be able to exer-

ise their rights as equal citizens
and will we be able to ensure
that our financial support gets
to where it is urgently needed.

The EU has th
law for Romani Jn’:JlJ e possible, and
L.1e ELL‘C'}EHI Parliament already
took the
the EU C"‘]’“‘ll‘"]ESl“ﬂ must propose
| nto the P

CILLI”‘»_I to make sure Romani
":':l = -n-.i De 1req E"-'L ds 20 L“-...
citizens. I committed to
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first step. Next, in 2022,
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continue this work until the

law becomes a reality.




